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The Library of Congress is the Largest Library in the World.
It holds the greatest collection of human knowledge and creativity ever assembled.



LOC Fun Facts:

 Founded in 1800

 178+ million items

 15,000 items are received daily

 450+ Languages represented

 Includes the U.S. Copyright Office

 World’s largest comic book collection

 Presidential Papers of the first 23 U.S. 
presidents: from George Washington to 
Calvin Coolidge





Free to Use and Reuse: 
Copyright-Free Sets of Library Collection Items

www.loc.gov/
free-to-use/



www.loc.gov

http://www.loc.gov/


https://www.loc.gov/search/?q=kansas&st=gallery


https://www.loc.gov/search/?q=kansas&st=gallery


Getting Started with Genealogy
Begin with the Lowest Hanging Fruit
• Start with yourself, and work backwards 

(parents, grandparents, and so on).

• Interview living relatives, family friends, 
and others who knew your relatives. 

• Seek out vital records such as birth, 
marriage, and death certificates to 
confirm and add to your knowledge.

• Find your family in the 1950 Census and 
continue backward decade by decade.

https://www.loc.gov/item/2017742763/


Be prepared for every possibility!

Pro Tips
Ask for full names (no initials!), complete dates, and 
detailed locations for every person and event in your tree.

Our ancestors were only human, and that’s OK. 

Spelling was not always standardized, so try variations.



• 50,000 + genealogies from around the world*

• 100,000 + U.S. local histories*

• Diaries, Letters, and Oral Histories

• Access to electronic databases*

• Historic street maps

• And much more!

Local History & Genealogy Collections at LOC

*Some of these items may only be accessible on-site at the 
Library of Congress.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/afc1940001.afc1940001_corre/?sp=3
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4164sm.g4164sm_g048811891/?sp=17
https://www.loc.gov/item/2018711476/


www.loc.gov/
collections/

http://www.loc.gov/


https://www.loc.gov/
collections/

Digital Collections

https://www.loc.gov/collections/


American Folklife Center Digital Collections (Just a few examples)

https://www.loc.gov/collections/?fa=partof:american+folklife+center


https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/


Girard
1890

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4204gm.g4204gm_g029691890/?sp=3&r=-0.326,0.252,1.671,0.916,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4204gm.g4204gm_g029691890/?sp=3&r=-0.326,0.252,1.671,0.916,0


Girard
1890

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4204gm.g4204gm_g029691890/?sp=3&r=-0.326,0.252,1.671,0.916,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4204gm.g4204gm_g029691890/?sp=3&r=-0.326,0.252,1.671,0.916,0


1890

1923

1935

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4204gm.g4204gm_g029691890/?sp=3&r=-0.326,0.252,1.671,0.916,0
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4204gm.g4204gm_g029691923/?sp=2
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4204gm.g4204gm_g029691935/?sp=2


2025



https://guides.loc.gov/kansas-
local-history-genealogy



https://guides.loc.gov/kansas-local-history-genealogy/digital-collections


https://guides.loc.gov/kansas-local-history-genealogy/digital-collections


https://guides.loc.gov/kansas-local-history-genealogy/digital-collections
https://guides.loc.gov/kansas-local-history-genealogy/digital-collections


https://guides.loc.gov/kansas-local-history-genealogy/genealogy-basics
https://guides.loc.gov/kansas-local-history-genealogy/genealogy-basics


General Collections
Main Reading Room 
 (incl. Local History & Genealogy)
Law Library
Newspaper & Current Periodicals
 (incl. Chronicling America)
Science, Business & Technology

International Collections
African & Middle Eastern
Asian
European
Hispanic

Special Format Collections
American Folklife Center 
 (incl. Veterans History Project)
Geography & Maps
Manuscripts
Moving Image
Performing Arts
Prints & Photographs
Rare Books & Special Collections
Recorded Sound

Family History Is Human History
20 Research Centers to Explore

https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/main/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/law-library-of-congress/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/newspaper-and-current-periodical/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/science-and-business/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/african-and-middle-eastern/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/asian/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/european/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/hispanic/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/american-folklife-center/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/programs/veterans-history-project/about-this-program/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/geography-and-map/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/manuscript/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/moving-image/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/performing-arts/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/prints-and-photographs/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/rare-book-and-special-collections/about-this-research-center/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/recorded-sound/about-this-research-center/


https://ask.loc.gov/

https://ask.loc.gov/


When Your Research Is Ready to Share…
Donate to the Library of Congress!

• The Library of Congress accepts 
published genealogy and local history 
publications (subject to review). We will 
accept unpublished materials on a 
case-by-case basis.

• To propose a donation, contact 
the History and Genealogy Section
(or Ask a Librarian) to discuss your 
publication.

https://ask.loc.gov/genealogy-
local-history/faq/

https://www.loc.gov/item/2017796779/


Ask Us Questions!
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