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The Library of Congress is the Largest Library in the World.
It holds the greatest collection of human knowledge and creativity ever assembled.



LOC Fun Facts:

 Founded in 1800

 175+ million items

 15,000 items are received daily

 450+ Languages represented

 Includes the U.S. Copyright Office

 World’s largest comic book collection

 Presidential Papers of the first 23 U.S. 
presidents: from George Washington to 
Calvin Coolidge





What is Chronicling America?

• Chronicling America
• Free, publicly accessible 

database of newspapers
• 1736-1963
• +22.3 million pages 
• +4,200 newspaper titles
• 50 states, DC, PR, VI
• 34 ethnicities
• 30 languages

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/


http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/ 

Chronicling America: Dates (1736-1963)

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/


https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=3c6a392554d545bdb1c083348ef56458&center=-97.5126;39.6376&level=3


https://loc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=3c6a392554d545bdb1c083348ef56458&center=-97.5126;39.6376&level=3


How to Start Using Chronicling 
America
National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP)



www.loc.gov/
collections/

http://www.loc.gov/


Digital Collections

https://www.loc.gov/collections/


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/dynamic-list-of-titles/?sb=title_s_asc&searchType=advanced&dl=title&location_state=kansas&st=table&c=150


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/?ops=AND&qs=pittsburg&searchType=advanced&location_state=kansas


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/?ops=AND&qs=girard&searchType=advanced&location_state=kansas


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/?ops=AND&qs=girard+library&searchType=advanced&location_state=kansas


https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn82016014/1903-12-18/ed-
1/?sp=1&q=girard+library 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn82016014/1903-12-18/ed-1/?sp=1&q=girard+library
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn82016014/1903-12-18/ed-1/?sp=1&q=girard+library


https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn82016014/1903-12-18/ed-1/?sp=1&q=girard+library


https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/




https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics/location


https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-bat-masterson


https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-bat-masterson/selected-articles


Research Tips

• Browse the newspapers to learn what terms 
were used at the time

• Women’s rights v. Suffrage
• Airplane v. Aeroplane

Historical 
Vocabulary/Spellings

• Neutral and other terms may have been used 
in the past

• Filling Station v. Gas Station
• Colored v. Black or African American

Outdated Language



Research Tips
• Newspaper articles came from a particular time and place in history
• Consider what was happening during that time and if any of that could relate to the 

newspaper article, potential bias, or how people/events were portrayed.
• Check for newspapers written for and by various ethnic or labor groups involved in the 

stories being covered. 

Establish context

• Stories develop over several days
• Some newspapers publish weekly
• Seek articles from different newspaper titles/publishers

Read additional articles

• Newspapers have a title history essay
• Essay provides publisher, audience, community contextRead the title essay



https://ask.loc.gov/

https://ask.loc.gov/


Ask Us Questions!
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